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Selected publications on urban transportation, ebuses and circular economy:

• State of Equity in Electric School Bus Adoption, World Resources 

Institute, 2024

• Electric School Bus Data Dashboard, World Resources Institute, 2023

• Assessing the Environmental Impact of Shared Micromobility: A 

Guide for Cities, New Urban Mobility Alliance, 2023

• All Possible Commutes: How Micromobility and Realistic Car Travel 

Times Impact Accessibility Analyses, New Urban Mobility Alliance, 2023

• Circular Economy as a Climate Strategy: Current Knowledge and 

Calls-to-Action, World Resources Institute, 2022

• Dataset Of Electric School Bus Adoption In The United States, World 

Resources Institute, 2022

• Electrifying Ride-Hailing in the United States, Europe, and Canada: 

How to Enable Ride-Hailing Drivers to Switch to Electric 

Vehicles, World Resources Institute, 2021

• Future Mobility Calculator: An electric mobility infrastructure tool, 

Siemens, 2021

https://electricschoolbusinitiative.org/electric-school-bus-data-dashboard
https://www.numo.global/resources/micromobility-emissions-life-cycle-assessment-guide
https://www.numo.global/resources/micromobility-emissions-life-cycle-assessment-guide
https://www.numo.global/resources/all-possible-commutes-accessibility-analysis-micromobility-paper
https://www.numo.global/resources/all-possible-commutes-accessibility-analysis-micromobility-paper
https://pacecircular.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/Circular-Economy-as-a-Climate-Strategy-paper-11.22-PACE-WRI-CH-NREL.pdf
https://pacecircular.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/Circular-Economy-as-a-Climate-Strategy-paper-11.22-PACE-WRI-CH-NREL.pdf
https://datasets.wri.org/dataset/electric_school_bus_adoption
https://www.wri.org/research/electrifying-ride-hailing-united-states-europe-canada
https://www.wri.org/research/electrifying-ride-hailing-united-states-europe-canada
https://www.wri.org/research/electrifying-ride-hailing-united-states-europe-canada


Circular Economy
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A circular economy is one 

which maintains the value 

and utility of products, 

materials, water, energy 

and nutrients

for as long as possible.



Our over-consuming world…

● Global resource extraction = 100 

billion tonnes per year (over 12 tonnes 

per person)

○ Doubled since 2000

○ Expected to almost double again by 

2060 (190 billion tonnes

● EU generation of waste = 2.2 billion 

tonnes per year - 27% municipal waste

○ Recycling and composting slowly

increasing (nearly 50% in 2021) 

○ Nearly 20% of waste still 

landfilled (2020)

Need to decouple resource 
consumption from economic growth.

The Linear Economy

…is unsustainable

● The way we make, use, and 

dispose of products and foods 

accounts for…

○ 50% of global GHG 

emissions.

○ 90% biodiversity loss.



ICLEI believes:

● The circular transition is fundamental to our efforts to tackle the challenges of 

climate change, biodiversity loss, waste generation and pollution, to the 

benefit of all in society

● Local and regional governments are critical actors in driving this transition with 

a range of levers at their disposal

● The regulatory framework and financial incentives structures in many sectors, 

such as waste management, industry and construction, remain designed for a linear 

economic model and often hinder cities’ efforts to promote the circular 

transition

ICLEI’s position  
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Mobilise – Establish roadmaps and targets, 
convene stakeholders

Educate – raise awareness, promote research, 
data collection and knowledge sharing

Manage – Optimise city planning and 
infrastructure, circular asset management, 
circular procurement

Incentivise – Provide funding,  optimise taxes, 
charges and subsidies, incubators

Regulate – Bylaws, bans 

Circle Economy – Urban Policy Instruments Framework

What can cities do?

https://assets.website-files.com/5d26d80e8836af2d12ed1269/5fffff44f1fb4a34061ffe96_20201217%20-%20frameworks%20-%20urban%20policy%20instrument%20-%20A4%20(1).pdf


Initiatives: 

● European Circular Cities Declaration

(CCD) - Managed by ICLEI

● Circular Cities & Regions Initiative (CCRI) 

Associated Partner

● European Circular Economy Stakeholder 

Platform (ECESP) - Co-ordination Group

● EIB Circular City Centre (C3) 

Implementation partner

Projects:

● CityLoops, Definite-CCRI, CircularInvest, 

REDOL, SYMSITES, P2GreeN, 

CircularBiocarbon, CHORIZO, H4C ECoP, 

BioModel4Regions, …

What we’re doing 
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https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en
https://advisory.eib.org/about/circular-city-centre.htm
https://cityloops.eu/
https://definite-ccri.eu/
https://www.circularinvest.eu/
https://www.redolproject.eu/
https://symsites.eu/
https://p2green.eu/
https://circularbiocarbon.eu/
https://chorizoproject.eu/
https://www.h4c-community.eu/
https://www.biomodel4regions.eu/


The European Circular City Declaration (CCD) is a commitment 

document which local and regional governments across Europe can sign to 

help accelerate the transition from a linear to a circular economy in 

Europe. 

Developed and managed by 

a broad group of Support 

Partners

Download the Declaration

The Circular Cities Declaration

https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Images/Pages_Images/Circular_City_Declaration/Circular-Cities-Declaration-Template_new_logos.pdf
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ALBANIA
Tirana

BELGIUM
Bruges
Ghent
Hasselt
Leuven
Liège
Mechelen
Roeselare
Temse

BULGARIA
Burgas

CZECHIA
Prague

DENMARK
Capital Region Denmark
Copenhagen
Høje-Taastrup
Roskilde

FINLAND
Espoo
Helsinki
Lappeenranta
Mikkeli
Oulu
Tampere
Turku

FRANCE
Est Ensemble Grand Paris
Greater Paris Metropolis
Grenoble
Lille Métropole

GERMANY
Aachen
Berlin
Freiburg im Breisgau
Frankfurt am Main
Haar

GREECE
Trikala

HUNGARY
Budapest

IRELAND
Dún-Laoghaire-Rathdown
Fingal County

ITALY
Florence
Genoa
La Spezia
Prato

LUXEMBOURG
Esch-sur-Alzette
Sanem
Wiltz

NETHERLANDS
Arnhem-Nijmegen GMR
Haarlem
Rotterdam

NORWAY
Bergen
Bodø
Oslo

PORTUGAL
Águeda
Albergaria-a-Velha
Braga
Évora
Guimarães
Loures
Mangualde

PORTUGAL (cont.)
Matosinhos
Mealhada
Melgaço
Porto
Torres Vedras
Valongo

SLOVENIA
Ljubljana
Maribor

SPAIN
Alcoi
Manresa
Murcia
Picanya
Rivas-Vaciamadrid
Seville
Valladolid
Vallès Occidental
Vistabella del Maestrat

SWEDEN
Eskilstuna
Gothenburg
Malmö
Umeå

SWITZERLAND
Zurich

TURKEY
Izmit

UNITED KINGDOM
Glasgow
London Borough of 
Newham
Wolverhampton

CCD Signatories

https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/tirana
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/ghent
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/leuven
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/liege
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/mechelen
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/burgas
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/prague
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/capital-region-denmark
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/copenhagen
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/hoeje-taastrup
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/roskilde
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/espoo
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/helsinki
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/lappeenranta
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/mikkeli
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/oulu
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/tampere
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/turku
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/est-ensemble-grand-paris
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/greater-paris-metropolis
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/grenoble
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/lille-metropole
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/aachen
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/freiburg-im-breisgau
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/frankfurt-am-main
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/haar
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/trikala
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/budapest
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/dun-laoghaire-rathdown-county
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/fingal-county
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/florence
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/genoa
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/la-spezia
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/prato
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/wiltz
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/arnhem-nijmegen-green-metropolitan-region
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/haarlem
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/rotterdam
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/bergen
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/oslo
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/agueda
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/albergaria-a-velha
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/braga
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/evora
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/guimaraes
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/loures
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/mangualde
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/matosinhos
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/mealhada
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/melgaco
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/porto
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/torres-vedras
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/valongo
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/ljubljana
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/maribor
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/alcoi
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/manresa
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/murcia
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/picanya
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/seville
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/valladolid
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/vistabella-del-maestrat
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/eskilstuna
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/malmoe
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/umeaa
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/zurich
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/izmit
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/glasgow
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/newham
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/newham
https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/cities/wolverhampton


● Initiated by the City of Amsterdam, supported by ICLEI and the Ellen MacArthur 

Foundation

● Aim: To provide a series of policy recommendations to the new European 

Parliament and Commission to provide a regulatory and policy framework that 

genuinely supports the circular transition

● Participants: Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Leuven, Malmö, Milan, Porto, Turku, Vitoria-

Gasteiz

● Supported by a growing number of further cities and organisations

● To be sent to MEPs and selected Directors-General tomorrow

● Living document - all welcome to support!

Frontrunner cities advocacy group 
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Some priority themes
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● Promoting a shift towards consumption-based decision-making & target 

setting

● Moving up the 9Rs hierarchy

● Monitoring progress and impact towards circularity

● Optimising urban planning for circularity

● Optimising the social impacts of the circular transition

● Promoting a circular construction sector

● Promoting circularity in the food and bio-waste sector

● Improving access to finance for local CE projects and businesses



Circularity & Transportation at ICLEI
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• Priority area of growth in 2025+

• Community of Practice within the Circular City and Regions Initiative 

(CCRI) project: “Promoting Circularity in the 

Transportation Sector” – proposed for launch in early 2025

• CE4CE Advisory Board member

• Actively seeking opportunities for collaboration and 

project proposal development about circularity of electric 

vehicle batteries, especially reuse of batteries for 

utility-scale energy storage



Opportunities to participate
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Initiatives & projects: 

● Circular Cities Declaration - encourage your city to sign

● Support the Circular Cities Frontrunner Group open letter

● Receive capacity building assistance through the EIB’s C3 programme

● Participate in Communities of Practice (topics tbd, starting early 2025)

● Circular Investment Readiness Network (CIRN) - join stakeholders 

helping projects overcome development and financing challenges

● Collaborate on future Horizon Europe project proposals

https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/
https://advisory.eib.org/about/circular-city-centre
https://circularinvestmentreadiness.eu/
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Thank you!

Leah Lazer

Expert, Circular Economy

ICLEI Europe

leah.lazer@iclei.org
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